AFTERMATH
the Palace with instructions not to admit the Spaniards to the King's presence. None the less, on March sgth, Inijosa and Goloma had adventurously managed to evade these guards and the spies who constantly watched them, and arrived at Whitehall. Here they were met by the King, Prince and Duke, and whilst Goloma held the two latter in earnest conversation, Inijosa managed to slip a paper into the King's hand and with a wink signed to James to put it into his pocket. It contained a request that the King should see Don Francisco de Carondelet in private, and to this he acceded. An audience was fixed for eleven o'clock on the night of April ist, when Garondelet proceeded to enumerate his charges against the Duke of Buckingham, inevitably involving the Prince, much to the unfortunate King's misery.
His Majesty's position, commenced Garondelet, was one of virtual imprisonment, with the Duke as his gaoler. No more surely had King John of France been a prisoner in England or King Francis in Madrid, than James now was in his own realm. Shut up in his country palaces, he had to view his son and favourite guiding the destinies of Britain. The Duke had made his position doubly secure by insinuating his way into the popular affections and assuming the leadership of Parliament. He had openly bragged of the King's submission to his will and had revealed in the Houses certain very secret proceedings taken upon His Majesty's private oath. It was common gossip in foreign countries, continued the Spaniard, that Great Britain was no longer governed by a monarchy, but by a Triumvirate, of which Buckingham was the chief, the Prince the second and the King the last of all. The eyes of men were turned towards the rising sun. He ended with an exhortation to the King, as the oldest and wisest monarch in Europe, to free himself from this captivity by cutting off eso dangerous